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UNCLAS PRETORIA 2315 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: MAJOR TERRORISM TRIAL TO BEGIN IN PRETORIA 

REE: PRETORIA 400 

1. TWELVE BLACK DEFENDANTS CHARGED WITH CONTRAVENING THE 
TERRORISM ACT AND INTERNAL SECURITY ACT APPEARED BEFORE 
JUSTICE DAVIDSON IN PRETORIA'S OLD SYNAGOGUE ON MAY 9. 

DEFENSE ARGUED FOR AND OBTAINED POSTPONEMENT OE CASE 
TO ALLOW FOR CONSULTATION AND PREPARATION OF ARGUMENT. 

AFTER STRONG OPPOSITION FROM STATE, DAVIDSON RULED TRIAL 
WOULD BEGIN JUNE 20. 
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2. ACCUSED ARE MOSIMA GABRIEL SEXWALE, 24; NALEDI TSIKI, 
21; LELE JACOB MOTAUNG, 23; SIMON SAMUEL MOHLANYANENG, 
23; ELIAS TIEHO MASINGA, 24; MARTIN MAEEEO RAMOKGADI, 67; 
JOE NZINGO GQABI, 48; PETRUS MAMPOGOANE NCHABELENG, 50; 
NELSON LETSABA DIALE, 41; MICHAEL MPANDENI NGUBENI, 42; 
JACOB GAONAKALA SEATLHOLO, 47; AND MISS PAULINE 
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MAMAGOTLA MOHALE, 26. 

3. MAIN COUNT AGAINST ACCUSED ALLEGES THEY ARE MEMBERS 
OE SUPPORTERS OE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC), SOUTH 
AERICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (SACP), AND/OR UMKHENTO WE SIZWE 
(SPEAR OE THE NATION, MILITARY WING OE ANC) WHO CONSPIRED 
TO DISTRIBUTE PROPAGANDA CALLING EOR A VIOLENT OVERTHROW 
OE THE GOVERNMENT, RECRUIT AND TRAIN PERSONS EOR SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES, SECRETLY TAKE PERSONS IN AND OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY EOR MILITARY TRAINING, SMUGGLE WEAPONS AND 
EXPLOSIVES INTO SOUTH AERICA, ESTABLISH ARSENALS AND HIDE- 
OUTS IN SOUTH AERICA, INEILTRATE ASSOCIATIONS, AND 
ESTABLISH CELLS AND/OR EINANCE ANY OF AFORESAID ACTIVITIES 

IN FURTHERANCE OF OVERTHROWING THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE STATE ALLEGES MORE THAN 79 CHARGES AGAINST THE 12. 

SOME OE MAJOR ALLEGATIONS ARE AS EOLLOWS: SEXWALE 
ALLEGEDLY RECEIVED MILITARY TRAINING IN THE SOVIET UNION 
EROM DECEMBER 1975 UNTIL NOVEMBER 1976 AT WHICH TIME HE 
RETURNED TO SOUTH AERICA. SEXWALE ALLEGEDLY THREW THE 
HAND GRENADE AT A SOUTH AERICAN POLICE VEHICLE WHICH 
INJURED THE OCCUPANTS LAST NOVEMBER NEAR THE SWAZI 
BORDER. TSIKI AND MOTAUNG ARE ALSO CHARGED WITH UNDERGOING 
MILITARY TRAINING IN THE SOVIET UNION PLUS NUMEROUS ACTS OF 
SABOTAGE AND RECRUITING IN SOUTH AERICA. MASINA ALLEGEDLY 
UNDERWENT MILITARY TRAINING IN MOZAMBIQUE, RECRUITED EOR THE ANC, 
AND INFILTRATED THE SOWETO STUDENTS' REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL. 
RAMOKGADI ALLEGEDLY IS " A HEAD OE THE CENTRAL STRUCTURE AND/OR 
MAIN MACHINERY OF THE ANC IN JOHANNESBURG", RECEIVED OVER 
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$8,600 EOR ANC USE IN 1976 AND RECRUITED AND PROVIDED TRANSPORT 
EOR PERSONS LEAVING SOUTH AFRICA FOR MILITARY TRAINING. GQABI 
ALLEGEDLY WAS TRAINED IN CHINA AND WAS A HIGH OEEICIAL IN THE ANC 
IN JOHANNESBURG FROM JUNE , 1976 TO FEBRUARY , 1977. NCHABELENG, 
NGUBENI, SEATHOLO, AND MOHALE ARE CHARGED WITH PROCURING AND/OR 
ASSISTING ANC RECRUITS. 

5. EMBOFE WAS AMONG MORE THAN lOOSPECTATORS WHO PACKED OLD 
SYNAGOGUE MAY 9 EOR POSTPONMENT HEARING. CROWD, 95 0/0 BLACK , 
RAISED CLENCHED EISTS AND SHOUTED " AMANDLA NGWETHU" ( POWER 
IS OURS) WHEN ACCUSED ENTERED COURTROOM, ALL IN CHAINS WITH 
EXCEPTION OF MISS MOHALE. SPECIAL POLICE IN AND OUTSIDE 
COURTROOM SEARCHED HANDBAGS, PHOTOGRAPHED SPECTATORS AND 
MAINTAINED POLICE DOGS EOR CORWD CONTROL. EMBOEE REPORTED NO 
INCIDENTS BETWEEN CROWD AND POLICE. 

6. COMMENT: TRIAL OE PRETORIA TWELVE IS SIGNIEICANT IN THAT 
UNLIKE OTHER TRIALS INVOLVING MINOR ARSON AND RIOTING, 

PRETORIA CASE INVOLVES ANC OFEICERS AND MEMBERS TRAINED 
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OUTSIDE SOUTH AFRICA. A DEFENSE ATTORNEY LONG INVOLVED IN 
DEFENDING POLITICAL DISSIDENTS TOLD EMBOFF HE HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF A SIMILAR CASE SINCE THE TREASON TRIAL ARRESTS 
IN 1956. NELSON 
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